APPROVED by Minutes

No. 3 (168) of 27 February 2026 of the
Committee of Doctoral Studies in the
Forestry Science Field of Vytautas Magnus
University and the Lithuanian Research
Centre for Agriculture and Forestry

TERMS AND PROCEDURES OF THE OPEN COMPETITION FOR
DOCTORAL STUDIES IN THE FIELD OF FORESTRY IN 2026 AT
VYTAUTAS MAGNUS UNIVERSITY AND THE LITHUANIAN
RESEARCH CENTRE FOR AGRICULTURE AND FORESTRY

1. GENERAL PROVISIONS
Science field code Science field

A 004 Forestry

1.1. Persons are admitted to doctoral studies in the field of Forestry through an open
competition, separately to the doctoral programme of each partner institution that has been
granted the right to provide doctoral studies, according to the chosen research topic. An
applicant may apply for no more than two different research topics.

1.2. The competition is organised by the Doctoral School of Vytautas Magnus University, the
administering institution, and is conducted by the Committee of Doctoral Studies in the
Field of Forestry (hereinafter referred to as the Committee) in accordance with the
procedure laid down in these admission regulations.

2. QUALIFICATION REQUIREMENTS FOR APPLICANTS

2.1. A Master’s degree or a higher education qualification equivalent to it.
2.2. Research experience and participation in research activities.

3. DOCUMENTS REQUIRED FROM THE APPLICANT

Application to participate in the competition

A diploma certifying a Master’s degree or an equivalent qualification, and its supplement /
appendix. Applicants who obtained their education abroad must also submit a certificate of
academic recognition of the qualification in the Republic of Lithuania, or submit the
documents to the International Cooperation Department of Vytautas Magnus University for
qualification assessment (if the qualification recognition number is not obtained, the
applicant’s application will not be considered).

Two academic recommendations from researchers

Curriculum vitae

A list of no more than 5 research publications (with full bibliographic references) and their
copies; if an article has not yet been published, a certificate issued by the editorial board of
the academic journal confirming that the article has been accepted for publication (after the
peer-review procedure), together with its manuscript, must be submitted

A copy of the passport’s personal data page or a copy of the identity card

Documents confirming a change of surname, if not all submitted documents bear the same
surname

Other documents that the applicant wishes to submit

A copy of the receipt confirming payment of the document registration fee




4. SELECTION CRITERIA FOR APPLICANTS

4.1. Research publications (RP). The applicant shall submit no more than 5 research publications
for the competition (preferably related to the research topic for which the application is being
made), published within the last five years. The applicant’s publications are assessed in points.
Points for research publications are awarded according to the attached table and converted
into the ten-point grading system (see Annex 2). If more than 5 research publications are
submitted, only the first 5 listed by the applicant shall be evaluated.

4.2. Grade point average of the diploma (GPA). The overall arithmetic grade point average is
calculated from the Diploma Supplement / Appendix to the Master’s diploma or an equivalent
diploma, i.e. the arithmetic mean of the grades for all study subjects and the final thesis. Only
applicants with an average grade of at least 7 may apply for doctoral studies.

4.3. Review of documents and submission of supervisors’ recommendations. No later than
within 2 weeks from the deadline for document submission, the admitting institutions shall
conduct an administrative check. If inaccuracies are identified, applicants shall have the
opportunity to submit the missing documents no later than 2 working days from receipt of the
notification. Only applicants who have submitted all the required documents on time shall be
allowed to participate in the competition. No later than within 10 days after the deadline for
submission of corrected documents, the doctoral institutions shall provide the supervisors of
the research topics for which candidates are applying with systematised information. Upon
receiving the information, the supervisor of the research topic shall organise the evaluation of
applicants (remote meetings, communication by e-mail, in-person meetings, assignment of
tasks, and other measures that would help assess the applicant’s suitability for the chosen
research topic). Having evaluated the applicants, the supervisor of the research topic shall
formulate a conclusion for the Committee regarding the applicant’s preparedness for doctoral
studies in the chosen research topic and shall prepare reasoned recommendations for the
candidates best suited to the topics (no more than 3 persons).

4.4. Motivational interview (MI). Only those candidates who are recommended by the
supervisors of the research topics shall be invited to the motivational interview. During the
interview, the applicants’ preparedness and motivation to pursue doctoral studies in the field
of Forestry, the relevance of their research publications, research activities, and research
experience to the chosen topic, the recommendations of researchers, foreign language
proficiency, and other relevant aspects shall be assessed. The final score of the motivational
interview' shall consist of the average of the Committee members’ evaluations on a ten-point
grading scale. Only applicants whose final motivational interview score is at least 7 may apply
for doctoral studies.

5. STRUCTURE OF THE COMPETITIVE SCORE OF APPLICANTS

5.1. The applicants’ competitive score (CS) is composed on the basis of the selection criteria listed
above and is calculated according to the following formula: CS = 0.2 x RP + 0.4 x GPA + 0.4
x MI, where:

o RP —the score for research publications on the ten-point scale.
GPA - the overall grade point average in the Diploma Supplement / Appendix to the
Master’s diploma or a diploma certifying an equivalent qualification.

o MI — the final score of the motivational interview.

5.2. If applicants obtain the same score, the higher place in the ranking list shall be awarded to the
applicant whose evaluation of research publications is higher.

6. ADMISSION PROCEDURE FOR APPLICANTS

6.1. By the date indicated in the call for applications, the applicant shall submit an application to
participate in the competition for doctoral studies in the field of Forestry and, by the means

! Scores are rounded to the nearest hundredth.



6.2.

6.3.

6.4.

6.5.

6.6.

6.7.

specified, shall submit a request to the head of the doctoral institution to which they are
applying for permission to participate in the open competition for doctoral studies. The other
documents specified in Section 3 shall also be submitted together with the application.

Only those applicants for whom recommendations by the supervisor of the research topic have
been prepared shall participate in the motivational interview with the members of the
Committee.

On the basis of the selection criteria, the Committee shall draw up separate priority ranking
lists for the doctoral research topics of the partner institutions according to the highest
competitive score.

Within three days after the calculation of the competition results, the applicant may submit an
appeal to the Committee; having received a negative response from the Committee, the
applicant may, within three days, submit an appeal to the head of the institution to which they
applied.

If an applicant declines to study, they shall be removed from the list of applicants, and the
next person who has obtained the highest score but was not included in the initial list of
applicants invited to study shall be included.

After the list of invited applicants has been announced, applicants who have not been admitted
to state-funded places but who, by decision of the Committee, meet the requirements for
doctoral studies, may choose to pursue their doctoral studies on a fee-paying basis, subject to
the payment of a doctoral tuition fee set by the doctoral institution.

Standard-form agreements shall be signed with the persons invited to doctoral studies, on the
basis of which an order of the head of the institution regarding admission to doctoral studies
shall be issued.

If vacant places remain after admission, an additional stage of admission may be organised
and shall be carried out in accordance with the same procedure.

Admission procedures Dates and deadlines

Acceptance of applications to participate in the competition:

- For applicants who obtained a Master’s degree at foreign 10-04-2026-08-05-2026
higher education and research institutions, whose
qualification recognition requires an evaluation of
documents: 10-05-2026—17-07-2026

- For applicants who obtained a Master’s degree at Lithuanian
higher education and research institutions, or who obtained a
qualification subject to automatic academic recognition:

Revision of admission documents after the administrative

check:

- For applicants who obtained a Master’s degree at foreign 11-05-2026—-13-05-2026
higher education and research institutions, whose
qualification recognition requires an evaluation of
documents: 20-07-2026-23-07-2026

- For applicants who obtained a Master’s degree at Lithuanian
higher education and research institutions, or who obtained a
qualification subject to automatic academic recognition:

Review of documents and submission of the scientific

advisors’ recommendations: 15-05-2026—-12-06-2026

- For applicants who obtained a Master’s degree at foreign
higher education and research institutions, whose
qualification recognition requires an evaluation of 25-07-2026-21-08-2026
documents:

- For applicants who obtained a Master’s degree at Lithuanian
higher education and research institutions, or who obtained a
qualification subject to automatic academic recognition:

Meeting of the Doctoral Committee with the participation of

applicants (motivational interview) 07-09-2026

Meeting of the Doctoral Committee without the participation

of applicants (calculation of the competition results) 07-09-2026



https://skvc.lrv.lt/lt/veiklos-sritys/kvalifikaciju-pripazinimas/kreiptis-del-pripazinimo/automatinis-pripazinimas/
https://skvc.lrv.lt/lt/veiklos-sritys/kvalifikaciju-pripazinimas/kreiptis-del-pripazinimo/automatinis-pripazinimas/
https://skvc.lrv.lt/lt/veiklos-sritys/kvalifikaciju-pripazinimas/kreiptis-del-pripazinimo/automatinis-pripazinimas/

Notification of applicants about the competition results 08-09-2026

Submission of appeals to the Doctoral Committee 09-09-2026—-11-09-2026
Submwsmn of appealg to the head of the doctoral institution to 14-09-2026-16-09-2026
which the person applied

Announcement of the list of applicants invited to doctoral 17-09-2026
studies

Signing of study agreements with the doctoral institution 21-09-2026-25-09-2026
Start of doctoral studies 01-10-2026

7. PROCEDURE FOR ADMISSION OF FOREIGN NATIONALS TO DOCTORAL
STUDIES

7.1. Applicants who obtained a Master’s degree or a qualification equivalent to it outside the
Republic of Lithuania must submit all the documents specified in Section 3, as well as the
following additional documents:

7.1.1. A notarised translation into Lithuanian or English of the education document and its
supplement/appendix.

7.1.2. Foreign nationals may complete the application for admission to doctoral studies in
English. The curriculum vitae, the list of research publications, and their copies may
also be submitted in English.

7.1.3. Applicants who obtained a Master’s degree or a qualification equivalent to it outside
the Republic of Lithuania must submit a notarised translation into Lithuanian or
English of the education document and its supplement / appendix.

7.2. After a positive motivational interview in the competition, the documents concerning the
higher education qualification obtained abroad shall be evaluated by the higher education
institution, which shall provide its decision.

7.3. Persons participating in the competition shall themselves arrange their travel and all
documents required for travel, such as a passport, temporary residence permit, insurance,
and the like.

7.4. Doctoral students arriving from abroad to the Republic of Lithuania must have health
insurance valid in Lithuania for the entire period of study.

7.5. Foreign nationals admitted to doctoral studies must, in accordance with the procedure
established by legal acts, obtain a temporary residence permit in the Republic of Lithuania
or a residence permit for a citizen of a Member State of the European Community in the
Republic of Lithuania, or hold a permanent residence permit in the Republic of Lithuania.

8. TUITION FEES FOR NON-FUNDED DOCTORAL STUDIES

Mode of study Annual tuition fee*, EUR
Full-time studies 12,680
Part-time studies 8,453

The tuition fee must be paid within 15 calendar days from the date on which the study
agreement enters into force.

* The standard tuition fees approved by Order No. V-48 of the Minister of Education, Science and Sport
of the Republic of Lithuania of 22 January 2026 may be reduced by a decision of the doctoral institution.



9. CONTACT DETAILS

Vytautas
Magnus
University

Lithuanian Research
Centre for Agriculture
and Forestry

Universiteto g. 8A, Room 202, Akademija, Kaunas District
Contact person: Monika Brimaité

Tel.: +370 37 75 22 54

E-mail: monika.brimaité@vdu.lt

Documents shall be submitted at: https://epasirasymas.vdu.lt/

Instituto aléja 1, Kédainiai District
Contact person: Goda Senitiniené
Tel.: +370 636 20394

E-mail: phd.studies@lammec.lt



mailto:monika.brimaitė@vdu.lt
https://epasirasymas.vdu.lt/
mailto:phd.studies@lammc.lt

Annex 1 to the Procedure

ASSESSMENT OF RESEARCH PUBLICATIONS

Type of research output Unit of Points
measurement
Research articles published in journals | Author’s 8

indexed and carrying a citation index in the | contribution*
Clarivate Analytics Web of Science database

Research articles published in other journals| Author’s 6
indexed in the Clarivate Analytics Web of| contribution
Science database

Research articles published in scholarly] Author’s 3

journals indexed in other international contribution

databases

Research articles published in other peer{ Author’s 2

reviewed scholarly journals contribution

Research articles published in peer-reviewed | Author’s 1

cultural, artistic, and professional | contribution

publications; conference proceedings

Other** Author’s 04
contribution

* Author’s contribution (AC) is calculated according to the formula AC = 1/ N4, where Na
is the total number of authors of the article. For example, if the number of authors of the article
is 4, the author’s contribution will be 0.25,i.e. AC=1/4=0.25.

**The Committee has the right to assess other research output of the applicant that does not
fall within this table and to award additional points from 0 to 4 for it.

Peer-reviewed scholarly publications: peer-reviewed periodicals, peer-reviewed continuing
publications, or peer-reviewed one-off publications that have an editorial board of researchers and
an ISSN or ISBN number.

Research article — an article published in scholarly publications and containing the scholarly
apparatus customary in the relevant field of science (footnotes, bibliography, formulae, drawings,
methodological description, statistical tables, etc.), and meeting the criteria of scholarly quality
recognised in that field of science. The minimum eligible length is 0.25 of an author’s sheet. The
Committee shall decide whether to recognise research publications shorter than 0.25 author’s sheet
(1 author’s sheet = 40,000 characters including spaces).

The total number of points is converted into the ten-point grading system as follows:
e The total number of points obtained by the applicant with the highest score (Tmax) is equated
to 10 points.
e By dividing Tmax by 10, a constant k is obtained (k = Timax / 10).
e The total number of points obtained by the other participants in the competition is divided
by the constant k to obtain the applicant’s score for research publications (scores are
rounded to the nearest hundredth).



